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28th August 28, 2018 

 

Statement from The Canadian Chamber of Commerce in Mexico in response of the 

latest news about NAFTA negotiations 

 

Vital for Canada to be part of an agreement that is and should be trilateral 

 

The Canadian Chamber of Commerce in Mexico (CANCHAM) acknowledges the 

agreement reached between México and the United States (US) to modernise the North 

American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). This has been an extremely challenging 

negotiation due to the radical positions cemented in the US part of the deal. The results of 

the beforementioned bilateral negotiation have transcended and they are, in general, 

satisfactory under the current circumstances.  

CANCHAM reiterates NAFTA has always been and should remain a trilateral commercial 

agreement, since it is the only platform from which the North American region can 

continue to prosper as the most competitive region in the world, and also to keep 

strengthening our multiple sector’s value chains. The incorporation of Canada to the 

bilateral accord is vital and it will inevitably enrich the modernisation of the free trade 

agreement. This incorporation, however, is taking place under unfavourable conditions 

due to the current political pressure coming from the US government.  

CANCHAM expresses its concern in relation to NAFTAS’s Chapter 11 – about safeguards to 

investments – which has defined five sectors that will receive the widest protections (oil & 

gas; generation of electricity, telecommunications, transport and infrastructure), leaving 

outside the mining sector. Mining is a most relevant sector for the bilateral relation between 

Canada and Mexico and it has been declared a ‘priority sector’ by the incoming 

administration of Mexican president-elect Andrés Manuel López Obrador. 

NAFTA’s chapter 19 seems equally worrying. The US position is to eliminate the current 

solution mechanisms in place for unravelling disloyal commercial practices. If this takes 

place, it would be very delicate and could negatively impact our legal certainty when 

entering the markets.  

The Canadian Chamber of Commerce in Mexico trusts the Mexican negotiating team 

(which includes members of the current administration and the transition government) will 

support those Canadian positions that are aiming to make NAFTA an updated and 

modern commercial tool, that responds to the challenges of complex times.   

 


