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HAL QUINN 
President & CEO 

 
August 31, 2018 
 
The Honorable Wilbur Ross  
Secretary of Commerce U.S. Department of Commerce  
14th Street and Constitution Ave.,  
NW Washington, DC 20230 
 
 
Dear Mr. Secretary: 
 
The National Mining Association would like to work with you to ensure that the North 
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) renegotiation improves the competitiveness 
of U.S. business operations both in the U.S. and abroad. We write this letter to 
emphasize the importance of retaining investor-state dispute settlement (ISDS) 
protections for the mining sector in NAFTA and all high-standard U.S. trade and 
investment agreements moving forward. 
 
NMA is the voice of the American mining industry in Washington, D.C.  Our membership 
includes more than 250 companies including producers of most coal, metal and 
industrial mineral producers, mineral processors, equipment manufacturers, state 
mining associations, bulk transporters, engineering firms, consultants, financial 
institutions and other companies that supply goods and services to the mining industry. 
 
ISDS protections are critically important to the U.S. mining industry due to unique 
factors that drive locations decisions of our high up-front capital investments. While our 
companies primarily invest in the United States, many also have operations overseas as 
concentrations of useful minerals rich enough to form ore deposits are rare phenomena.  
As such, our companies must invest in locations where the natural resources are 
available and commercially exploitable.  Our sector is also more vulnerable 
internationally due to the tremendous up-front capital costs that can total as much as a 
$1 billion before any minerals are produced or processed.   Our global operations do 
bring significant benefits to the United States, its economy and U.S. workers.  With 
these investments, other businesses in the U.S. also see additional advantages, as 
exports of U.S. goods are more often included in foreign infrastructure and natural 
resource development when those projects include U.S. investment. 
 
The existing NAFTA framework protects U.S.  business investors by extending several 
of the private property protections already found in the U.S. Constitution and U.S. law, 
including due process, non-discrimination, fair treatment by the government and 
compensation for the seizure of property. Investors directly can enforce each of these 
provisions through ISDS. These provisions are highly valuable and have been proven 
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effective when U.S. businesses have faced mistreatment of investments in both Canada 
and Mexico.  
 
ISDS is a strong enforcement tool that helps ensure that American investors, 
businesses and their workers will be treated fairly overseas and can continue to bring 
the international dollars home. This mechanism has been an essential part of NAFTA 
and other high-standard U.S. trade and investment agreements. We urge that mining be 
included among the sectors listed to receive full ISDS protections in NAFTA 
modernization and future agreements. We look forward to working with you to achieve 
the President Trump’s goals of enhancing our economic growth, ensuring a favorable 
balance of trade, and strengthening the American manufacturing base.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Hal Quinn 


